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ON GALLS. 


solid galls. The Alpine rose apple is an example, but th erP 
are very many others such as the galls produced on the male 
catkins of the oak, which are exactly of the form and shap e 
of the red currant, those on the foliage of the beech look like 
small plums, whilst some on plants belonging to the labiate 
family assume the form of stone fruits. I may here refer to a 
very familiar gall, viz., that found on the wild rose, and to 
which the name of “a pincushion ” has been given. It j s t ^ e 
production of the rose gall wasp. It is said that if one of 
these pincushions be laid under the pillow of a wakeful 
patient it induces sleep. Galls are not only produced on 
foliage leaves, but on flower leaves as well, and on these they 
act in many different ways, producing strange metamorphoses. 
In some flowers, instead of the normal red, blue, white, or 
yellow petals, green leaflets appear like foliage leaves, and 
in others the stamens are formed into leaves, and the flowers 
are called double. How the gall insects produce these alter- 
ations is still a puzzle to naturalists. So much has been 
observed that there is no marked alteration in the neighbour- 
hood of the deposited egg until the grub or larva leaves it 
and excretes a fluid substance. Then growing cells are 
formed adjacent to the larva, and these rapidly assume the 
various forms described. If the animal dies then this 
abnormal growth ceases. The structures known as galls 
have not the power of maintaining and multiplying them- 
selves, but when their task is ended they perish. Nor are 
t e metamorphoses they have effected on the plants continued 
m t eir progeny. The only change which is perhaps some- 
unes retained in the offspring is the metamorphosis of the 
amen s into petals, which has long been known as doubling, 
in th^ r a ^ S a ^° tbe f° rrnat i° n of fasciations or bundles 
!'fl 0ra enve J°P es » as in cabbages, where it is known as 
thprnl lhe chan & es produced by these gall-mites on 

orie-in V ut j on °f plants may, it has been suggested, be the 
new sneri Vari K tl0nS ^ n ^ ants > ar >d also sometimes of altogether 
of vails is 65 ' ° Ut aS yet bas not been proven. The subject 
few remarks Ti? lnterest i n £> and comprehensive one, but the 
in suvvesHn &Ve ma< ^ e u P°n them, may, I hope, be of use 
their S L V V° S ° me ° f my readers an additional interest in 

cur ous homP "f tUre ’ ^ Searchin S for a " d observing th6Se 

curious homes of our microscopic fellow-creatures. 


SUNDAY SCENES IN A SWEDISH HOME. 
By Mrs. Woods Baker. 

It is often difficult to retain for Sunday its sacred character, 
and make it at the same time an agreeable day for the 
children in a family. 

T he writer came suddenly one Sunday morning into the 
large pleasant dining-room of an isolated country home. 
The invalid father of the family had lingered over a late cup 
of coffee, while at the same time he had an eye over two of 
his li;tle children, amusing themselves near him. The heavy 
chairs, their only playthings, had been shoved this way and 
that as the whims of the children had prompted. Two railroad 
trains were formed at last, and then there was suddenly a 
collision and subsequent confusion. 

Perhaps the father did not approve of Sunday travelling, 
he at least made a compromise so far as to pleasantly take 
his seat in the midst of the disorder, on being invited to 
do so. When he was interrupted, he was sitting with a 
child on each knee, telling the little ones the story of the 
Good Shepherd seeking the lost lamb and bearing it home 
in his bosom. He had attentive listeners. Love had bound 
together teacher and scholars, and the dear “ old, old story 

was the subject of the lesson. 

Later in the day, the mother might have been seen wit 
all her children gathered about the piano or organ, while 
hymn after hymn was cheerily but reverently sung. Now 
and then her hands would rest motionless on the keys, while 
she explained the verses and drew attention to their suee 

lesson. .... j 

In the evening, time was found to gather the children and 
servants, to be presently taught of holy th.ngs, not quest oned 
from a book, with answers committed to memory to be 

perhaps glibly repeated wh |'® ^Wib°e well read or recited, 
Ihe explanation of passages of the J3ibie, wei 
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SUNDAY SCENES IN A SWEDISH HOME. 


were simple, direct and practical, and adapted to the com- 
prehension of all. The Christianity that was inculcated w as 
such as would pervade every detail of domestic life, and 
ennoble all duties faithfully done as work for the Heavenly 
Father, who has “set men in families to obey and serve and 
labour and love.” 

There are many ways by which a Sunday evening may be 
made both pleasant and profitable for the children, a 
collection of good engravings may be brought out, such 
engravings as worthily represent sacred scenes in the life of 
our Lord and the “holy men of old.” Loose engravings are 
better for such a purpose than a bound book, as they can 
more easily be passed from hand to hand in a circle, and can 
soon be differently used when they have been thoroughly 
explained. Such “pictures” can sometimes be distributed 
hap-hazard, each of the group receiving one, and even the 
mother herself having her share. A child may be asked to 
tell the story of the scene represented oil the sheet she has in 
hand, which is so held that her eyes alone can see it. The little 
one does her best, in a simple, natural way, and the mother 
supplements her deficiencies, and adds perhaps the practical 
lesson that the incident of the life and character of the chief 
figure may naturally teach. 

When all the children have explained their pictures, the 
mother shows her own, and, as vividly as she can, outlines its 
story and enforces its lesson, with a deep desire to produce a 
strong impression on all the eager group around her. 

At another time the children may be called upon in turn 
to .describe a Scripture character or occurrence, without 
mentioning any names of persons or places. The speaker 
must not be interrupted. When he has finished, any one of 
the party may name the chief personage of the story that 
as been told. Many eyes have possibly glowed, and lips 
a\e been parted while the narrative has gone on, and there 
may be a shouting of the name by several voices, when the 
story-teller has ceased to speak. 

Sometimes the father of the family or the older brothers 
sisters may have joined the group, and so of course the 
pleasure and profit of the little circle have been greatly 
enhanced. Ihis is usually a favourite part of Sunday evening 
instruction at home. 
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Another pleasant exercise, where children are familiar 
with the Scriptures, is for the mother to give out a subject - 
as forgiveness prayer, obedience, heaven, truthfulness, etc. 
etc.,— the children in turn giving from memory Bible verses 
inculcating the virtue, or containing a promise bearing on 
the subject proposed. 

I he mere recitation of hymns (thoroughly learned; by the 
children is usually a great pleasure. A well-known hymn, 
recited by the whole party standing, makes an agreeable 
variety in the simple exercises. In a musical family the 
recitation will soon change into singing, which will go on 
and on until the little ones must say “ good-night.” There 
are a few words of earnest prayer, and then the happy day 
for them is ended — to be laid away among the sweet 
memories of early life, to link them to purity and love and 
holiness. 


